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Major international conference on how Ireland will make decisions on the cost of treatments and cures in the future

Monday 24th November 2008: A major international conference held today in Croke Park, Dublin by IPPOSI (The Irish Platform for Patients’ Organisations, Science and Industry) and addressed by Minister for Children and Youth Affairs, Barry Andrews TD, examined the role of Health Technology Assessments (HTAs) and their impact on Ireland's healthcare system.  
The conference was addressed by both Irish and international experts and brought together delegates from science, pharmaceutical and biotechnology companies and patient groups. In terms of Health Technology Assessments and access to medicines, the conference provided a tangible platform for discussion around the role and importance of HTAs to Ireland’s health sector, illustrating the Irish situation and citing international experience, such as those of the UK and the Netherlands. One recent Irish example was the HTA conducted to assess the viability of rolling out the cervical cancer HPV vaccination programme, which was recommended by HIQA (the Health Information and Quality Authority).
Minister for Children and Youth Affairs, Barry Andrews TD, who spoke at the conference said: “I am delighted to attend today’s conference which gathers leading Irish and international experts to discuss the economics of healthcare spend in Ireland. While healthcare spend per capita in Ireland continues to be high, there are growing demands on our healthcare system and, ways to assess and examine the effectiveness of this spend must always play an important role. Learning from international speakers today, in tandem with building on our own experience, will enable us to work together to provide the best healthcare system for people in Ireland.” 
Commenting on international experience, Dr Wim G Goettsch, Consultant Pharmacoeconomics, Health Care Insurance Board, the Netherlands, outlined his country’s system for HTAs, pricing and reimbursement.  He advised on lessons learned and provided advice for the establishment of a system of HTAs in Ireland going forward. ”Decisions on the reimbursement of new medicines should be based on a careful valuation of information on (cost)effectiveness but also on the severity and rarity of the disease that will be treated. Therefore, in our organisation the assessment phase in which information is collected on items such as necessity, effectiveness, cost-effectiveness and feasibility is separated from an appraisal phase in which all this information is valued and also social, legal and ethical arguments are taken into account.”  
Ireland continues to lag behind in terms of a structured approach to assessing value for money.  When it comes to medicines, Dr Patricia Harrington, Acting Director, Health Technology Assessment Directorate, Health Information and Quality Authority explained “Ireland is one of the few developed countries that has had no systematic processes for evaluating the clinical and cost-effectiveness of its health services. Health Technology Assessments inform decision makers on safe and effective health policies that are patient-focused and achieve best value. The benefits of these assessments can be seen in the timely introduction of new technologies with proven significant benefits for patients.” 
Speaking on behalf of patient advocacy groups, Mr. Eric Low of Myeloma UK outlined the importance of information, dialogue and communication between all the stakeholders and stressed the importance of the health service’s role in managing spend on medicines.  ''Ensuring that patients have access to the right treatment, at the right time, where there is a strong clinical argument, is the goal. This should not be regardless of cost but cost must not be the primary factor. To achieve this we need to make more money available, use new and existing money in better ways and have cheaper treatments.'' he said. 
A number of the conference speakers examined Health Technology Assessments in Ireland to date; progress made, key learnings and areas requiring improvement, with differing views on HTAs in Ireland and how we should execute them here, expressed. The future changing structures for HTAs in Ireland was outlined including how they should be developed in line with national and international best practice. 

Prof Brendan Buckley, Director of the European Centre for Clinical Trials in Rare Diseases at University College Cork commented; “HTA in Ireland must develop a less simplistic approach than has hitherto been adopted by countries that already use its results to apportion treatment resources to patients.   Ultimately, HTA should be employed as one of a number of components in transparent decision-making if our society is to continue to aspire to be humane and to cherish all equally.” 
Ms. Eibhlin Mulroe, CEO of IPPOSI commented; “Today we have brought together stakeholders in the health sector all working towards providing a better healthcare environment for Ireland. Together we can learn to develop effective systems that make economic sense and have a positive outcome for patients. As an organisation we aim to build consensus on pertinent issues to Ireland’s health sector.  In so doing, we hope to aid the progress of new medicines, diagnostics, medical devices and therapies from basic science in laboratories, to patients in Ireland who need them.  Delegates gathered at today’s conference all play a part in facilitating and working towards a better healthcare system in Ireland. It is only through sharing expertise, frank open dialogue, and working towards a general consensus that we can achieve this.” 
Mr. John McCarthy of Pfizer Healthcare Ireland, commented; “Pharmacoeconomic assessment plays an important role in the value assessments for medicine reimbursement. However, any cost considerations must also recognise the need for patient access to the best and most innovative medicines. The common objective of both payers and Industry is to reduce the 'burden of disease', in both monetary and quality of life costs for patients. The best way to achieve this is to ensure we keep patients’ interests at the heart of all decisions.  Patients in Ireland should be given access to innovative medicines, in a timely, safe and effective manner, to optimise their care and treatment and future quality of life.   The most important factor in an access and reimbursement decision must be the patient.” 
-ENDS-
About IPPOSI

The Irish Platform for Patients’ Organisations, Science and Industry (IPPOSI) was established to provide a platform for discussion between patients’ organisations, scientists and industry (and where possible with State Agencies) in Ireland on policy, legislation and regulation around the development of new medicines, products, devices and diagnostics for unmet medical needs. Through expertise, dialogue, consensus building, networking and influencing IPPOSI aim to smooth the path in Ireland for new medicines and therapies to move from basic science in laboratories to the patients who need them.
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