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Irish Platform for Patients’ Organisations, Science & Industry

presents

Access to Medicines and New Medical Technologies in the era of Health Technology Assessments in Ireland
Agenda

Hogan Mezzanine, Croke Park Stadium, Drumcondra, Dublin 3 
Monday 24 November 2008

9.00am

Registration

9.30am

Welcome

Mr Godfrey Fletcher, 
IPPOSI Chairperson
9.40am

Session 1 – Health Technology Assessments in Ireland
The Health Information and Quality Authority (HIQA) will lead Health Technology Assessments (HTAs) in Ireland. This session will provide an outline of the plan of the future changing structures for HTAs in Ireland and how they will be developed in line with national and international practice. Ireland is one of the few developed countries with no systematic processes for evaluating the clinical and cost effectiveness of its health services. The panel’s presentations will reflect the differing views on HTA systems in Ireland.

Chairperson: 
Prof Brendan Buckley, 

                             
European Centre for Clinical Trials in Rare Diseases

9.50am
Dr Patricia Harrington, 
Health Information and Quality Authority (HIQA)
10.05am
 
Dr Michael Barry, 

National Centre for Pharmacoeconomics, 
St. James’s Hospital
10.20am
Prof John Crown, 

St. Vincent’s Hospital

10.35am
Q&A 


Discussion facilitated by Prof Buckley
11.00 am

Coffee and networking opportunity
11.15am

Session 2 – Ireland’s Experience to Date
In the absence of a systematic approach to HTAs in Ireland, what approach has been used to date to inform the purchasers of healthcare, providers and users of health services?  What is the view and role of Industry in the process and, will the HSE have the last word on any given HTA?  Many existing treatments have not traditionally been assessed by the HSE, is this likely to change and where do patients fit into that process?
Chairperson: 
Mr Fred Doherty, 

                            
Bristol Myers-Squibb (BMS)
11.25 am
Mr John McCarthy,
Pfizer Healthcare Ireland
11.40am
Mr Ross Hattaway,

Health Service Executive (HSE)
11.55am
Mr Jim Reilly,

Patient Focus

12.10pm
Q&A

Discussion facilitated by Mr Fred Doherty
12.30pm

Minister Barry Andrews,

Minister for Children and Youth Affairs, 
Department of Health and Children

1.00pm 
Lunch and networking opportunity
2.30pm

Session 3 – Europe’s Experience to Date
Access to medicines and new medical technologies in Ireland relative to the rest of Europe has been good.  Irish Patient Organisations are not involved in campaigns to provide their membership with vital treatments unlike the many groups set up throughout Europe with that sole purpose.  This session will explore the differing systems in the UK and Netherlands both from the patient lobby group’s perspective and those involved in the HTA system. Speakers are keen to provide some advice to participants and to Ireland on key lessons learnt. 

Chairperson: 
Mr John McCormack,
                          
Irish Cancer Society
2.40pm

Mr Eric Low, 
Myeloma UK
3.05pm
Dr Peter Littlejohns,
National Institute for Health and Clinical Excellence (NICE), UK
3.20pm
Dr Wim G Goettsch,

Consultant Pharmacoeconomics, 
Health Care Insurance Board (CVZ), the Netherlands
3.35pm
Q&A

Discussion facilitated by Mr John McCormack
4.00pm
Close












